4                       MUNIFICENT CHARITY.

tenderness of parents; and the implicit obedi-
ence of children, are a few of those amiable
traits of character from whence my allusions are
drawn, and I will add, by which my respect
has been commanded. In their reverential
homage towards parents, and in affectionate
solicitude for the happiness of those venerated
authors of their existence, I consider them the
most praiseworthy people existing.

On the spirit of philanthropy exhibited in
their general charity, I may here remark, that
they possess an injunction from their Lawgiver,
" to be universally charitable." This command
is reverenced and obeyed by all who are his
faithful followers. They are persuaded that
almsgiving propitiates the favour of Heaven,
consequently this belief is the inducing medium
for clothing the naked, feeding the hungry, sup-
porting the weak, consoling the afflicted, pro-
tecting the fatherless, sheltering the houseless
traveller, and rendering the ear and the heart
alive to the distresses of the poor in all situa-
tions. A good Mussulmaun never allows the
voice to pass unheeded where the suppliant